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Skokomish ~ndian Tribe Awarded Brownfields Redevelopment Grant 

The Skokomish Indian Tribe in Western Washington has been 
selected to receive a $110,939 national Brownfields re­
development grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
The grant -- announced today by EPA Administrator Christie 
Whitman in Washington, D.C. -- will help the Skokomish Tribe 
assess contamination at an abandoned state transportation 
maintenance yard, and conduct cleanup planning leading to a 
possible wastewater treatment plant. 

Following the national awards ceremony, the grant was 
announced locally today by EPA Regional Administrator John Iani. 

"Brownfields grants are good for the environment and good 
for the local economy," said Iani. "By cleaning-up industrial 
property and returning it to productive use, the Skokomish 
Reservation will move toward a more sustainable economic base." 

Communities interested in Brownfields Program assistance may 
attend the upcoming Brownfields 2003 Conference in Portland, 
Oregon. The conference includes sessions by national leaders 1n 
economic revitalization, an exhibit hall and a brownfields 
bookstore. The EPA sponsored conference, October 27 - 29, is free 
to all registrants. (www.brownfields2003.org) 

More information about the project and the grant can be 
found in the online fact sheet at: 
http: //www.epa.gov/ brownfields / 03grants / skokomish.htm 
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It the Creditor's Claim is not 

~resente~ within the foregoing 

time penod, the claim will be 

forever barred except as pro­

vided in RCW 11.40.051 and 

11.40.060. This bar is effective 

for claims against both the 

Decedent's probate and 

non-probate assets. 
Date of First Publication of this 

Notice: October 17, 2004 

/s/slorrie Nerney, 
Personal Representative 

Address for Mailing of Service: 

P.O. Box 93 
Olympia, WA 98507 

Publish: 
October 17. 24, 31, 2004 

The Skokomtsfl Indian Tribe 

c/o N.80 Tribal Center Road 

Shelton, WA 98584 

360 427·6936 X 209 

Proposals are due 3:00PM, 

Nove.mber 5, 2004, with Bid 

opentng scheduled at 4:00PM 

at th~ above address, Tribal 

Counctl Room. A site visit Is 

scheduled week of 10/25/04 

Questions please contact 

Skokomish Natural Resources 

at (360) 877·5213. 

Publish: October 24, 2004 
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The Board of Industrial lnsur· 

ance Appeals is inviting inter· 

ested parties to submit bids 

tor Court Reporter services tor 

the entire state of Washtngton. 

Bid. specifications should be 

available tor distribution on or 

before November 1, 2004. 

The Skokomtsh Tribal council 

1s reQuesting PROPOSALS for 

a ''Brownfield's» Environmental 

Ass~~sment of the former 

Was~rngton Sta~e Department 

of ft ansportatlon's Potlatch 

M.a1~tenance Yard, located 

wtthm ~e Skokomish Indian 

R~sP.rvation boundarie 5 on 

Ht_ghway l 01 . Scope of Work 

~nd documenl~tion with sper;if· Anyone interested in bidding, 
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Sea :Grant to host water-qUality clinic 
.. ~·· - ~ . 

A free ~simple · Techniques• Q} Library in Belfair. • ~ , ' s~ns for. a p'riod of a week so formation about the clinic should 
drop--in clinic being put on by the Organizen say that they have that they can analyze exactly contact Jtmi' McNeal or · Teri 
Washington Sea Grant Program som,e 4,000 free fine-mesh what residents in the Hood Canal King by calling 860--la2-3054 or · 
will be held in Belfair at the end screens, which are designed to Watershed are. removing with th~ se~g an e.mail to jm.CDMI@ 
of this month. . prevent food particles from :going 'IICI'88n8· ,u....-hbalto~a.edu .. 

down kitchen~ .and can re. · Washington Sea Grant Pro-
Organizers say that meJil}>era due, a septic tank a mtrogen level. • gram staff will be on hand to an- The clinic is provided through 

of the public can come to the clin- anywh~re from .a to 5 pe~cent, swer questions about on-site sew- funding by the United States En­
ic to ~earn simple ways.~ no~ only that will be avail~bl~ for p1ckup qe system operatio~ and main- vironmental Prote,ction Agency 
help Improve the water quality of by homeow.ners m thtt Mason tenance, aquaculture, organic ~ W~ State that is be­
H~ C~al, but also sav~ ~o~~Y County portion ·of th~ Hood C~ gardening and com posting· and j mg a~stered b~ the Pug~t 
while domg .-o. The-drop-m clinic - watershed. OffiCials say they will how to properly dispose of pet Sound Aet1on Team and coordi-
will be held from l:30J;o 6. p.m. on alao be working with ~0 ho~ waate and diatribute ns. ~ nated by the Washington Sea 
Tuesday, November 30, at the holda in the waterahed to collect · IICI'8e Grant Program out of the U~ver .. 
Nol1b Mason Timberlud Region- all of the ~ from their IJlesh Those that would ljke more in· sity of Washington. · 
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Qn Tuesday, November 30: ~ 

Sea Grant pl:ogr~ 
to offer a: free clinic 

A free ."S4Dple Techniques" 
drop-in clinic being put on by the 
Washingtop Sea Grant Program 
will be held in Belfair at the end 
qfthis month. · 

Organiz~rs say that memb8rs 
of the public can come to the clin­
ic to 'learn simple ways to not only 
help. ilnprov~ the water quality of 
Hood Canal, but also save money 

' while doing so. The drop-in clinic 
will be held fr«?m 1:30 to 6 p.m. o~ 
Tuesday, November 30, at the 
North l'tfason Timberland Region-
al Library in Belfair. , 

Organizers say that they have 
sonie 4,000 · free fine-m~sh 
screens, which are designed to 
prevent food particles from going 
down kitchen drain!l and can re­
duce a septic tarik's nitrogen level 
anywhere from 3 to 5' perc~nt. 
that will be available for pickup 
by homeowner& in the Mason 
County portion of the Hood Canal 
watershed. Officials say they will 
also .be working with 50 house­
holds in the watershed to collect 
all of the gunk from their mesh 

! 

screens for a period of a week so 
that they can analyze exactly 
what residents in the Hood Canal 
watershed are retnoving with the 
screens·. · . · ' 

' . 
Washington Sea Grant Pro­

gram staff will be on hand to an­
swer questions about on-site sew,­
age system operation.. and main­
tenance, aquac~lture, organic 
gardening and composting and 
how to properly dispose of pet 
waste and distribute screens. ~ 

Those ~t would like more in­
formation about the clinic should 
contaci .Tanis McNeal or Teri 
King by calling 360-432-3054 or 
sending an. e-mail to jmcneal• 
u.washinpn.edu. 

The clinic is provided through. 
funding by the United States En. 
vironmental . Protection Agency 
and Washington ·state that is be­
ing administered by the Puget 
Sound Action Team and coordi­
nated by the Washington Sea 
Grant Program out of the Unive~ 
sit>: ofWaa4ington. 
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ifySEAN HANtoM " : fe<lera£ officials looking- for ways lem. "These projects-focus on pJi-. 

Specialists. have been sniffing · to prevent reqccurrences, Tlie· ority needs, encompass 'diverse: 
around Mason County in their consensus: is that the fish suffo· partnerships and represent • Crit­
!3e~ch for people who would, ~e cated after finding, themselves in ical, initial investment into the 
to increl\se th~ . oxygen jq Hood wau:r with abnprmally low lev:els work necessary to correct the 
Can~ by· J;"edqcing, thQ· seepag~ .. of of dis~olved o~gen,. that be~ng problem· facing Hood Canal.•· the 
nitrogen. from septic t~s pl~t- • the. kmd ~h~c~ fish breathe governor said:• ' ' 
ed on its shores. . _ _ .through th~nr gills. Ken Moody's piece of the ory. 

Supported by. a grant' from the "Hoo~ C.~~l is in jeopardy, gen pie'- is a device that can be in-. 
Puget Sound Action Team, they and act1.on 1s needed. no~ to saf&,o stalled in septic systems- that are' 
are part of an effort that com.. guard t~ canal and its spectacu- l\lready working as they are su~' 
hines the resources· of local, state lar· marine life," said Govemo~ posed to but may still be dumpma'~ 
and federal government agencies. qary Locke. · too much nitrogen into .the ecoaya­
The. hope is that a way cim be :, THIS·_ REM~RK :Was. made tem. Nitrogen is a fertilizer that 
found tQ involve people· who live last month when Loc~e .. and Con- encourages the uncontrolled 
ansi work on the shores of .Hood gressman' Norm Dicks announced growth of micro~ thaf suck up 
C,anal in cle~ng up what has be.- that the· state' a. Puget-Sound Ac: · sa m11ch oxygen then'• nol 
oomesomethingofames~t. . tion . T_eam was awarding enotll'hleftforthelish. ~· 

The canal has been th~ scene of $790,000 in grants. to 14 orgam: 
~ number of large fish kills in re- · zations which have. promised' to · 
cent years, and that has state and work on ways to address the prob-

"Nitrogen steals the 9:xygen 
from the soil and the: water," 
Moody said. "It's causi~he o~­
gen problem in HQOd caDat" ·. 1 
Th~· Puget Sotmd Action 'feam.

1
: 

hu awarded a grant of $42,000 to . 
Environmental Earth · System~, a I 
Puyallup-based company ·owned ' 
by Moody· and his.partnerL . . ' 

TH.E DEVICE ~ question has ' 
been certified by the National 
Sanitation Foundation hi coopet­
ation with the U.S. Environmen­
tal :rrote'ction Agency. At. the 
srune time the Puget Sound Ac­
tion Team has awarded two other 
grants of this kind in the amount 
of $38,000 to B-Line Construction 
and Tabja-Syrett Designs and 
$63,000 to Five Star Environmen­
tal Solutions, Incorporated. A 
fourth grant of $46,000 will be 
awnrded 'to a company which will 
monitor tbis progl.'am. 

' 

-, 
1 
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Don Wolliscrofl of B-Line CO~-
structfon and Tob~ Talya-SY.iet• 
of the, company tltat bears hi$ 
nam~ are residents· of Mason 
C9unty and partners in anothe• 
approach. to the problem.- Build 
~~ on estab~shed concepts; Tah.J 
Ja-Syrett haS. qevel?pe~ a septi~ 
system that turns tli~ mtrogen m 
septage ~to a nitrous gas that ~~ 
released away from the water 8nd 
into'the air. · . .... · ' · ,, ~ ~ 

Their system is designed •tc, .;.,. 
place a failing septic system wi.th 
one that will address pew con-. 
cems about the effects ofliitrog~. 
on Hood Canal. "What· 1Ju~·~· 
working. on developing is a. BYf·: 
tem that meets all the param~ .. 
ters that other septiC syste~s 

(Please turn to paae 28.). 



Septic ftr1ns J.o•n search 
fo·E:canal.oxygen solutloDJ· 

' . ,. . 
(Continued trom page 22.) projects we are funding demon- question of whether financial in-

meet but also reduces the nitro- strate our collective commitment ceritives can be used to improve 
gen," Tahja-Syrett said. to reduce the -serious decline in the on-site treatment of sewage. 

the canal." The Washington State Depart-
. Jim Patterson of Five Star has ~ f E 1 t 'b t d 
· THE $790,000 in grants ap- men" o : co ogy con r1 u e 
been working in the Belfair area $120,000 to this fund. 
on what he calla "a package planf proved by the Action .Team in- • $57,000 to the Mason County 
that treats septage liquids to a elude several others which direct- al . f 

t' f .. .,~_.~tr~~.. a1 ly affect Mason County. They are: government for an an ysts o 
point where i s 0 ""~ qJI - , how beat to manage wastewater. 
itt,' and then pipes it away from · • $92,000 to the Skokomish from'homea and businesses in the 
the canal. Otic8 the three systems Tribe and $95;ooo to American- shoreliDe' ~a from Hoodsport to 
have been installed on an experi-· Canadian Fisheries., Incorporated the Skokomish River. This study 
mental basiat the monitorina firm to de:velop alternative uses for will look at technology options, 
will take an objective look at how chum salmon carcasses. Tribal management stru~e and land-
they work apd report their fin~ membera ha:ve· been throwing the · · 

. inp to the ~ction Team.. · carcasse• ,into the canal after 're- ~:::..e:~s:inan Di~k8' work~d 
"THESE ORGANIZATIONS mo~ the eggs. U~der. the te~s with his colleagues on Capitol 

will explore innovative ways to _ of. this grant, the -tribe IS working Hill' to· secure $500,000 in federal 
4esip and manap .on-site sew- w1th the co':llpany to use the . funds for these programs. "These 
age systems to reduce nitrogen C~ salmon to feed p~p}e, pets projects are tlie first step OD a 
and Jteep it from contaminating and livestock. long journey to reS'tore Hoocl Can- · 
groundwater and adding to. the • $12,000 to~ the Mason Con- al's splendor and thriving marintr 
canal' a nitrogen problems~" wrote servation District to explore ways enVironment~" he said. "I am 
Mary Getchell of the Action to treat agricultural livestock pleased to see these projects move 
Team. "Currently, most systems wa• and fish carcasses using· forward, and I will continue to 
along the cailal· and throughout enclosed treatinent systems. This work with the Action Team and 
Puget Sound do. ·not adequately same: analysis will explore the po- , local partner! to get the' canal 

. treat nitrogen, and therefore they tential benefits of the gas and fer-. back tO good health." 
can add to the' low-dissolved-oxy- tilizer byproduct& produced by . The Puget Sound Action Team 
gen problems." such systems. . will be distributing these funda 

Another major factor contribut- .. $160,000 to the Hood Canal over the next 13 months. Getchell 
ing to the oxygen deficit is the ge- Coor~ating Council for the as- said the agency received a total or 
ology of Hood Canal. Its long and sessment pf new sep~c technolo- 31 proposals requesting $2.1 mW. 
relatively narrQw shape tends to gies and to educate shoreline resi- lion for projects intended to im- · 
slow down the circulation of wa- dents( about their capabilities. prove the levels of dissolved oxy­
ter, making for a relatively stag- The council will also look into the gen in Hood Canal: 
nant situation _that is also coa9 
duci.ve- to the reproduction of oxy-
gen-gobbling microbes, \. 

This condition tends to be most 
severe along the shores of Mason 
County; the part of the- canal 
most dista.Jit from more open and ~ 
fr~flowing waters of the Pac.ific 
Ocean ,and Puget Sound. · 

"Hood Canal is one of Puget 
Sound's most urgent environmen­
tal challenges, like a flashing red 
light warning about the inarine 
environment," said Brad Ack, di­
rector of the Action Team. "The 



TinS SWf OFF THE HOODSPORT sho~e is involved in a project t&.t tries to reduce a surplus of nitrogen caused by chtim carcasses. . ' 5>fe-/~~-MAS4'~ c:-1PH'~7 _:;r,~~t#/ 1'0~~7"" ., 

Tribe cracks down 
By LAURIE YOUNG nets, set nets, and beach seines The fish are purchased from The latest phase in a chum sal- around the south Hood Canal, are fishermen, as they ~e brought t.o vage program by American-Cana- gathered in net pens next to the the pens, for processmg at Amen­dian Fisheries, a commercial fish- scow, Robert S, and pumped can-Canadian Fishe.rie~~ a firm, ing company, has been under way _ through a large_~onclttit str~tch- I?anaged by ~dy V1talJIC of ~el- · this month off Hoodsport on Hood ing along the docks to shore next hngham, which has been deahng Canal. to the motel where workers load in both U.S. and Canadian waters 

Three boats are now docked them into bins and onto a con- since 1969. 
daily at the Sunrise Motel and tainer to be trucked to the Bel-
Resort, courtesy of proprietor and lingham fishery for processing. A 
Port of Hoodsport Commissioner smaller vessel, the Norman S, 
Frank Benavente. The privately which is owned by Mike Gruun-
owned vessels are assisting in the heim, assists the scow while the 
project under contract to the com- Chief Kwina~ once a member of 
pany. the Washington State Ferries 

fleet , waits to transport roe taken 
from the female bellies. 



. THE PROGRAM began last 
month with a vessel anchored out 
in the canal off the Hoodsport 
Hatchery of the Washington Stat& 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
collecting chum salmon from the 
boats of'tribal fishermen. harve~t· 
ing the chum with beach seines 
off th~ hatchery pier~ Hatchery· 
waters are open twice weekly tm. 
year for a new chum-harvesting 
program established to address 
the problem of low levels of dis! 
solved oxygen in Hood Canal. 

Nu\rient in(:reases that hav~ 
contributed to the problem come; 
in part, from the decomposition of 
chum carcasses which have pre-

. vioualy been thrown back into the 
water after the roe is harvested 
from the female fish. Now Vital­
jic'a Bellingham company pUJ'- I 
chases the whQle fish as pari of a : 
state program funded in part 
through the efforts of Congress­
man Norm Dicks, D-Belfair. The 
state has been working with the 
Skokomish Tribe, Vita]jic, and 
the Hoodsport hatchery to keep 
the carcasses outofthe w~ra. 

A receni load waa taken to Be~ 
linaham for processing at the . 
company plant and eyentu~ use . 
by the Washington State Depart-· 
ment of Corrections atid food · 
banks in the state-. · ~ .... u , -

4 

Vitaijic figures. tliat some- tlb1!e:• 
million tons of chum ended up in 
the waters· of Hood Cflllal la&.t: · 
year alone~ He credits Dave H&J- · 
rara, fisheries director.· fQr the 
S.kokomish Tribe, for his tireles, 
work and deterinination 'to make 
thi• happen, Herrara J:ecognizes 
that the future o(the Hood Canal' 
waters is the future of the trilS'e-. 

• r 

• "TaE TRIBE WANTS· to do 
what it can to help Hood Canal,., 
Herrera said. "By taking as many 
chum salmon carcasses out of the 
canal as possible, we might be 
able tQ help decrease the chances 
of further low dissdlved oxygen 
problems." . 

Herrera noted that carcasses 
are only a small part of the prob­
lem. "An increase of nutrients 
into the canal from septic sys­
tems, agricultural practices and 

· storm-water runoff will continue 
to pose a much greater threat to 
marine life in Hood Canal," he 
said. 

Vitaljic basea his estimate on 
the dumping. of carcaSses on the 
one-quarter million tons of roe 
that have been harvested and 
aold in past seaso:nl'. "The tribe- is 
taking the lead in this effort to ___.. . -
save these waters by workinw 

1 

with us to facilitate one solution 
to the problem, • he said. 

He hopes the program will set 
an example that encourages other 
individuals and industries in the 
area ·to make the changes they 
can to help. Congressman Dicks 
is working to obtain grants for 
septie system improvements for 
homes and businesses along Hood 
Canal shores in an effort to help 
others correct another major part • 
of the problem. " 

A8 A COMMISSIONER aJM1 
• concerned buainesa owner, Ben• 
vente considers the problem aa 
important port issue and until the 
port cap find ways to facilitate ao­
hitions, be"s dding wl'Hd he can 
p_...nall~ ~l....max_lo~- som! • 
buamess," be s,.al~\" l have a).·: 
teady, BUt '""''m liappy· to contrib­
ute tb"" 'use Qf my property. It's 
only for a few weeks .while. the­
Chum run lasts. I:U he:okay." 

After the ship-to-shore· pump. 
ina operQtion was put in place, 
only whole fish were being pur­
chased to secure the roe profit 
which helps to pay for the compa­
nys expense in the progran Laai 
week, some individuals began 

(Pleue tum to pap IlL) 

.· 



Tribe tackles-nitro~en issue 
(Continued from pqe 13.) 

selling their harvested roe to com­
petitors. They had outbid Vitaljic, 
who is investing much of his com­
pany's. time, labor and contracts 
for shipping and processing in the 
effort. 

"Those buyers don't handle a 
single carcass. They can p~y more 
without the expel)se," he said. 
"Right now, I am mostly con­
cerned that they continue to bring 
me the carcasses. The ~int is to 
solve this problem. We'll see how 
it goes this season. We'll need 
everyone~s co-operation to contin­
ue it next year." 

As of last week dumping in the 
Hoodsport area had stopped, ap­
parently as the result of enforce­
ment actions taken by the Skoko­
mish tribal police. 

"THE GOAL IS to get every­
one in line with the program; to 
make it worthwhile for everyone 
involved," reaffirmed Dick Fien­
stra, owner and operator of the 
Robert S. He said the process can 
benefit everyone in the industry if 
everyone cooperates. 

Like others working at the site 
Fienstra expressed enthusiasU: 
for the project. Worl~ing the pump 
on his scow, he pointed out that 
the pumping arrangement is Uill 
a work in progress. "This whole 
thing was set up in one day,• he 
said. 

AlthQugh the present setup cealed back in Bellinaham, the 
may be-unsightly· and inCOil~' mal f1 -
ent to shore residents, he said es or use by food banks and 
that improvements can be ~e prisons. Females no longer suit-
as the program is develo~. able for market will be ground, 
Meanwhile, he asks peopl~ k» packed into cubes of ice, Qd sold 
.IJ.ave patience with the effort. to the Ralston-P~ CoDg)any, 

"Think of it this way," hct of• Which Pro.oesstls it into cat~. 
fared. "We're keeping the fish car~ "THE JrEMALE CHU¥ have 
canes from washing up on yo.ur liitle fat,"' ~ained Jobn.ZQJ.lner, 
beach." · operations manager for _,. Ameri-

OVER THE COURSE of one can-Canadian, as he supervised 
the truck loading .on the dock. 

morning Fienstra and his crew "This makes it better food for 
pumped 36,000 pounds of chum 
already that morning and had cats. It doesn't cause diarrhea in 
another 100,000 pounds waiting them, as other fish can."' · 
in the pen to be pumped.' Mean- Vitaljic has been doing husi-
while, back down the road, the ness with the hatchery for -the 
hatchery's chum spawning .opera- past 30 years. At 74, thewell-pre-
tion was in progress. A team of served fish vendor exhibits the 
"chumbusters" stood at the ready energy and looks of a man no old-
as the fish swam through the gate er than 50, as he strides around 
into the run. One worker with a the wharf, overseem, the loading, , 
baaeball bat smacked the head of w bile keeping an ear by cell 
each as it 'Was lifted out of the wa- phone on the operatio~s UJl®.r , 
ter, to hasten its death. · way down at the Sunrise Motel. 

"They're ready to spawn and Zollner, who has been with the 
· die - at their end already," a 11l· company for four years, credits a 

pervisor exp4Uned. · marine diet fpr Vitaljic's good 
Th'e males are squeezed of health. "He loves 1$ tiah," Zolbler 

their sperm into one bucket; the said. 
bellies of the females are . .split In~tide the ~shery building, the 
and the eggs ·scraped off into combined eggs and sperm are 
another. These buckets are then measured into trays for incuba-
combined for fertilization · and tion. The room is tille.Q with nar-
"green" or clusters of lUlripe roe, row shelves whE~re the tran are 
i• separated out. This roe is no first disinfected in an iodine solu-

' good for spawn but is suitable for tion, which later is sloughed off as 
caviar and has been p~ by the eggs are bathed in water from 
Vitaljjc along with the disca.rde4 Finch Creek which nma unde.r 
sabnon which are fed over a con- the highway, through the tisJMry 
veyol' onto the laru:lil)a and lo~ ~ and into Hood Canal. 
Wo wai~ bini. 

Th~y l'ill be 10rted and pro-

THE TIME OF incubation in 
each stage of development is de­
termined by the calculation of ac­
CUDlulated temperature units, or 
TU s. A TU equals the degrees of 
daily creek-water temperature 
above 32 degrees Farenheit, or 
freezing. Over the course of a pre­
detern;lined number of days, the 
zygote progresses to the em~ryo 
stage, at which time a black spot 
is visible inside the egg. The eggs 
that have not dev_eloped the "eye" 
by then are discarded, and the 
rest are re-incubated jn the creek 

. water. 

At this stage, the sac-fry, with 
the yolk sacs still attached, are 
sorted and returned to incubation 
until TU totals reach the number 
for the fully developed fry to be 
"ponded," or released into a large 
pen outside. Chum fry are held 
hedl for about a month, until they 
are a few inches long, and then 
released to the fjord. Chinook are 
raised for about a year. Before 
they are released, the adipose fins 
are clipped and some fish are 
tagged, for future tracking in 
state research projects. 


